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Mostly cloudy: High 80, Low 67 


CORONAVIRUS 


Wall Street sees darkest day since ’87 


Not the usual college experience at Trinity 
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Hunter Atherton, left, helps sister Shelby Atherton move out of her Trinity University residence hall. The school has decided to 
close its residence halls and hold the rest of the semester online. Metro, A3 


For now, Bexar schools resuming classes Monday 


By Krista Torralva 
STAFF WRITER 


Bexar County public school 
districts that have been on Spring 
Break this week are planning to 
resume classes on Monday, as 
they normally would. 

But San Antonio Independent 
School District Superintendent 
Pedro Martinez warned parents 
and district employees in a memo 
that the situation is “fluid.” 

“We will continue to notify you 
with updates and guidance as we 
learn more,” he said. 

While colleges and universities 


in San Antonio have announced 
plans to extend Spring Break to al- 
low faculty to move their classes 
online, traditional public school 
K-12 districts and at least one char- 
ter school have notified parents 
they currently don’t have similar 
plans. 

“Northside ISD is aware of the 
recent announcement affecting 
some college and university stu- 
dents in San Antonio. At this time, 
our plan is to resume classes for 
all students and staff on Monday,” 
a memo from the city’s largest 
school district said. “We continue 
to monitor the coronavirus situa- 


tion closely and will follow the 
guidance of local health authori- 
ties.” 

Similar notices were issued by 
North East, Alamo Heights, Jud- 
son, Schertz-Cibolo-Universal 
City, East Central, Harlandale, 
Edgewood, South San Antonio, 
Southside, Somerset and South- 
west ISDs. Together, the districts 
serve more than 300,000 stu- 
dents. 

IDEA Public Schools, one of the 
largest charter school networks, 
notified parents that, while there 
are no plans to cancel classes, all 
school-sponsored college visits 


and out-of-region field trips will 
be suspended beginning today. 

“Students and staff should be 
in school every day,’ IDEA 
schools President and Superin- 
tendent JoAnn Gama said. “We 
are taking the necessary precau- 
tions to ensure our school com- 
munity is safe.” 

The network asks parents to re- 
frain from going aboard cruise 
ships and traveling to countries 
that are on the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention’s Level 3 
risk list. Students whose families 


do travel to those areas are asked 
Schools continues on Alt 


Gains made 
Under Trump 
are vanishing 


By Stan Choe 
and Alex Veiga 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 


NEW YORK - The escalating 
coronavirus emergency sent the 
stock market into its worst slide 
Thursday since the Black Mon- 
day crash of 1987. 

The drop extended a selloff 
that now has wiped out most of 
Wall Street’s big gains since Presi- 
dent Donald Trump took office. 

The S&P 500 plummeted 9.5 
percent, for a total drop of 26.7 


» Local companies are being 
battered in the market. BI 


percent from its all-time high, set 
just last month. 

That puts it way over the 20 
percent threshold for a bear mar- 
ket, officially ending Wall Street’s 
unprecedented bull-market run 
of nearly tl years. 

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average sank 2,352 ponts, or 10 
percent, its heaviest loss since its 
nearly 23 percent drop on Oct. 
19, 1987. 

European markets fell 12 per- 
cent in one of their worst days ev- 
er, even after the European Cen- 
tral Bank pledged to buy more 
bonds and offered more help for 
the economy. 

The rout came amid a cascade 
of cancellations and shutdowns 
across the globe — including 
Trump’s suspension of most trav- 
el to the U.S. from Europe — and 
rising worries that the White 
House and other author- 

Wall Street continues on An 


Sports teams 
illustrate how 
this is no game 


By Mike Finger 
STAFF WRITER 


For now, champions will re- 
main uncrowned. Playoff brack- 
ets will stay unfilled. The month 
of March will elapse devoid ofits 
traditional basketball madness, 
and the date reserved for the na- 
tional pastime’s Opening Day 
will come and go without pea- 
nuts, Cracker Jack or the old 
ballgame. 

As cancellations and post- 
ponements spread across every 
level of sports in response to the 
coronavirus pandemic, the 
country on Thursday started to 
come to terms with an extended 
interruption of both the thrill of 
victory and the agony of defeat. 

In what looks to be the larg- 
est-scale sports shutdown since 
World War II, almost every ma- 
jor professional and college 
sports league in the country an- 
nounced plans to immediately 
halt competition. 

In some cases — such as the 
NBA, the NHL, the PGA Tour 
and Major League Baseball — of- 
ficials expect to resume seasons 
once the health risks of hosting 
athletic events subside. 

But for events like the NCAA’s 

Sports continues on A10 
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More evacuees from the Grand Princess cruise ship arrive at 
Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland. Metro, A3 
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For the latest updates, go to ExpressNews.com/coronavirus 


Coronavirus at a glance 


127,863 1,631 26 

Confirmed cases Confirmed cases Confirmed 
worldwide in U.S. cases in Texas 
4,718 41 O 

Deaths worldwide Deaths in U.S. Deaths in Texas 


149 evacuees now at Lackland 
Source: WHO, CDC, Johns Hopkins University 
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Figuring out how to get job done 
is new task at many workplaces 


By Madison Iszler 
STAFF WRITER 


San Antonio companies are 
sending employees home, con- 
ducting virtual meetings, restrict- 
ing travel, deep-cleaning offices 
and, in some cases, temporarily 
closing their doors. 

As the novel coronavirus rico- 
chets around the globe, employ- 
ers quickly are embracing mea- 
sures to keep the virus out of the 
workplace — and to reassure their 
workers and customers. 

It’s a “moment of inflection,” 
said Kai Andrews, principal con- 
sultant at Point B, a Seattle man- 
agement consulting and real es- 
tate development firm with an of- 
fice in San Antonio. 

Companies have talked for 
years about having employees 
work from home to cut costs and 
increase productivity. Many firms 
have resisted telecommuting, but 
the virus is forcing more of them 
to offer the option. 

That means providing workers 
with the training and hardware to 
work remotely, Andrews said, 
and “getting people mentally pre- 
pared.” 

Andrews added, “Work will 
have to shift very quickly, but at 
the same time, (it has) to contin- 
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USAA, which employs about 
19,000 people in San Antonio, di- 
rected some of its staff to work 
from home Monday — to gauge 
the effect telecommuting would 
have on its operations. 

Several days later, the compa- 
ny announced at least 25 percent 
of its employees, the ones who 
aren’t in contact with customers, 
must work from home beginning 
next week. 

“Employee health and safety, 
and our ability to continue serv- 
ing members remain, top priori- 
ties,’ spokesman Matt Hartwig 
said. 

USAA is taking additional 
steps, including banning interna- 
tional business travel, asking em- 
ployees returning from interna- 
tional trips or cruises to work 
from home for 14 days and limit- 
ing participation in most outside 
conferences and training events. 

Another local employer, tech- 
nology company Rackspace, al- 
so is experimenting with work- 
from-home days, spokeswoman 
Michelle Doss said. 

“This strategy will allow us to 
test and validate our tools to 
their full capacity,” she said. 

Small retailers generally don’t 
have that luxury. They’re also 
worried about customers staying 
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